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F]FTER I had conſented to 
Ro the Benefit of my Pariſh, I 
SE hou'd have thought my 
Self unpardonable, had I not, in this 
Manner acknowledg'd your Care of 
me in my late Illneſs, and that, ander 
God, my Recovery to you. 


is ow1ng 
SEVERAIL Times I took Notice of 

your Fervent Ejaculations, for a Bleſſing 
upon the Means you made uſe of, and 
as II then receiv d Comfort from your 
kind Concern for me, I now ſpeak of 

3 it to your Praiſe. 
The 


= 


DE DICAT TOM 

Tur Confidence our Country re- 
poſes in you is well known by the 
Number of your Patients, your tho- 
rough Knowledge of every Part of 
Phyſick by your Succeſs, and your 
Humanity to the Sick by your unwea- 
ried Carefulneſs. 

As, Sir, I abhor Flattery, fo I am 
under no apprehenſion of being ac- 
cus d of it: only fear I ſhall be Cen- 
ſur d for not having done perfect juſ- 
tice to your Merit, and am, 


s > wat Your moſt Obliged, 


8 


M. Stanhope. 


PS ALM 


PSsALM XXX. 3, 4. 


O Lord, Thou haſt brought up my 
Soul from the Grave : Thou haſt 
kept me alive that I ſhould not go 
down into the Pit. 

Sing unto the Lord, O ye Saints of 
is, and give Thanks at the Remem- 

 brance of bis Holineſs. 


Pg enen GOD 
107 8 having out of Mercy and 
00 | \f 1 Goodneſs lately viſited me 
in Sickneſs nigh unto 
graciouſly pleaſed to ſpare 
my Life, and reſtore me to Health; I 
thought I could not meditate upon a more 

B improving 
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improving, uſeful Subject in and ſince my 
Tiknefs than this I am now upon. God was 
my Deliverer, and to him is the Praiſe 
due: He has healed, he has ſmitten, he 
has revived me, and I live in his Sight. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that 
is within me, bleſs his holy Name Bleſs. 
the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all 
his Benefits : for he has delivered my Soul 
from Death, my Eyes from Tears, and 
my Feet from falling. — 


Ix the firſt Place I obſerve from the 
Text, that Life and Death are in the 
Hands of Almighty God. Thou haſt broug hi 
up my Soul from the Grave : Thou haſt 


kept me alive, that I * not go _ 
into the Pit — 


Ix the next, That Recovery from Sick- 
neſs, is ſo great a Bleſſing and Mercy, we 
can never enough acknowledge the /oving- 
kindneſs of our God. — 


In the laſt Place; that thoſe Perſons 
who have been brought up from the Grave 
by the Power of God, ſhould not only of- 
er wp their Praiſes and Thankſgivings 


them- 


(7) 
themſelves, but ſhould exhort others to do 
ſo too. Sing unto the Lord, O ye Saints 
of his, and give Thanks at the Remem- 
brance of his Holineſs. 


Firſt then in purſuance of my propoſed 
Method. Life and Death are in the Hands 
of Almighty God.— 


IT is moſt certain from Divine Revela- 
tion, that God's Care extends itſelf to 
the pooreſt, meancſt Man upon Earth, as 
well as the Man who flows in Riches, 
Plenty and Honour ; and tho' Titles make 
a difference between his Creatures, the 
Work of his Hand, in this Life, yet before 
him all Fleſb is Graſs. Tis in God we 
live and move and have our Being. 


Wx ſhould be independant of him, if 
we could a& without the Author of our 
Nature, and preſerve our ſelves. It was 
| God who united our Souls and Bodies; 

and this Incomprehenſible Union would 
immediately be diſſolved, if his good Pro- 
vidence did not maintain it. He is, as holy 
David ſays, the Strength of our Life. 

God is the jir/# Cauſe of all Things, and 

| B 2 all 
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all ſecond Cauſes are ordered and direfted 


by his Wiſdom and Power. Our whole 
Being and the Preſervation of it depends 
upon God.— 


IT is his glorious Sun that ripens for us 
the Staff of Life; 'tis his Hand that 0- 
pens the Windows of Heaven, and poureth 
down Rain to refreſh the Earth, and to 
feed the Beaſts for the Service of Men. 
It is this Sun that is the Life of our 
World, and without whoſe enlivening 
Beams all Motion, Animal and Vital, 
would ceaſe, and nothing would be left 
but Death and Darkneſs. — 


TAE Moon by her Motion helps us to 

divide our Time, regulates, if ſhe doth not 
procure, the Ebbing and Flowing of the 

Sea, by which the Sea and Rivers are kept 
Sweet and preſerved from Stench, and ſo 
rendered in every reſpe&t more uſeful for 

Trade and Navigation. Nothing in the 
Heavens ſhews Chance, but clearly and ful- 
ly demonſtrates that all Things depend 
upon, and are governed by an Infinite Un- 
derſtanding and a boundleſs Goodneſs. The 
Heavens 
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Heavens declare the Glory of God, and 
the Firmament ſbeweth his Hlandy-work.— 


Ir is his Earth that ſupports us; his Air 
in which we breathe; his Winds that purify 
it to keep us in Health. — 


Ir was this great God that firſt breath- 
ed into us the Breath of Life. "Twas 
God, who, with inimitable Art, formed 
us in the Womb. "Twas by his Care and 
All-ſeeing Eye, that the Knees did not 
prevent us, and that we were not ſtrangled 
in our Birth. Twas his Goodneſs that 
ſaved us from thoſe Dangers which we, 
in the Morning of Life, were as little a- 
ble to provide againſt, as we were to 
know them ; and which Dangers, with- 
out his watchful Providence, would have 
cloſed our Eyes as ſoon as we beheld the 
Light, and would have taken us into 
the World of Spirits, almoſt as ſoon 
as we entered into this. "Twas his pre- 
venting Grace that delivered us from the 
Perils and Dangers of unthinking Infancy, 
and the unfeared Evils of heedleſs Youth. 
It is God that holds our Souls and Life, 
and ſuffereth not our Feet to flip. — 

God's 
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God's Stores they are, which repair the 
Decays of Nature, and they ate his allo, 
which he, <with unerring Wiſdom, ſhares 
and divides amongſt us for our Refreſh- 
ment, Comfort and Delight. His Corn, 
his Wine and Oyl.— Wine that maketh 
glad the Heart of Man; Oy that makes 
his Face to ſhine ; and Bread which 
ſtrengthens Man's Heart. It is God that 
makes the Things we eat and drink for 
the Support of Lifc, to nouriſh us; and 


we ſhould always have fo juſt a Senſe of 


his Caring for us, as to beg his Bleſſing 
before we eat, and return Thanks aitcr- 
wards.— | 


Wurz God withdraws his moſt com- 


mon Bleſſings, we droop, we languiſh, we 


die. Diſeaſes of all Kinds ſtand in readi- 


neſs, waiting for his Commands; and 
when our Sins provoke him to Anger, 
they ſeize us with mighty Violence, and 


in a few painful, reſtleſs Days and Nights, 


our Pride is humbled, our Purpoſes are dil- 
appointed, Honour and Glory vaniſh a- 
way, and we are gone. There is a Time 
to be born, and a Time to die, but God in 
Wiſdom conceals it Future Events are 

hid 


| 
| 
| 
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hid from us, that we may perform our 
preſent Duty, and mind the one thing 
needful. God ſhews that Life and Death 
are in his Hands, by appointing the diffe- 
rent Times of Death. Some arc taken 
away and die in Childhood, others in 
the Bloom and Gaiety of Youth, and others 
weather out the Storms of Misfortunes 
and Sickneſs, and live to a great old Age. 
We read indeed that God has ſet us our 
Bounds that we cannot paſs; but this 
Scripture-Expreſſion doth by no Means 
make him the Cauſe of either violent, 
ſudden, or untimely Death : For we are 
alſo aſſured, that bloody and deceitful Men 


ſhall not live out half their Days; that 


is, according to the general Order and Ap- 
pointment as to the Age of Man, to 
which, if they had not been bloody, de- 
ceitful and wicked, they might have lived; 
but it is in every Man's own Power to 
cut the Thread of Life, by not walking in 


the Ways of God, by Intemperance and 


Debauchery.— 


Wnar 1 have ſaid on this Head being 


ſeriouſly meditated upon, would con- 


vince all my People who now hear me, 


(12) 
and every one who would weigh ſuch Ar- 
guments, that God governs the World, 
that Life and Death are in his Hands, and 
that he extends his Care to the leaſt and 
moſt contemptible Part of the Creation, 
If, I fay, we think Juſtly on theſe Things, 
we muſt acknowledge this great Being to 
be moſt wiſe, moſt knowing, and moſt 
powerful. Gods Eyes run too and fro, 
to ſbew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of 
thoſe, whoſe Heart is upright towards 
him; which Conſideration ſhould put us 
upon praying both in Sickneſs and in 
Health, Lord, ſave us, or elſe we pe- 
_— 


I proceed to ſhew that Recovery from 
Sickneſs is ſo great a Bleſſing and Mercy, 
we can never enough acknowledge the 
Iroing-kindneſs of our Gad. Thou haſt 
| kept me alive that I ſbould not go down 


 HBALTH is the Soul that animates and 

ſweetens all the Pleaſures of Life: With- 
out it they ceaſe to be ſo, and become 
taſteleſs and infipid,— 


COMMON 


V « wm 
: 
N 
[ 
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' pooreſt of his Subjects. Both are treated 
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Common Diſeaſes take away our 
Strength. By them Youth loſes Vigour, 
and Sprightlineſs ; Beauty all Charms; and 
Converſation is made diſagrecable: But if 


Diſeaſes are acute, and attended with im- 


minent Dangers, they level all Conditions; 
and the greateſt Monarch is no more fa- 
voured by a Fit of the Stone, than the 


alike, and put upon the Rack. —Riches 
themſelves at ſuch a Time of exquiſite 
Torture, arc no further ſerviceable than to 
procure for us, ſuch Things, as in the 
Time of Health would four every — 
ment.— | 


To find any Pleaſure in the greateſt Ad- 
vantages of Honour and Fortune, à Man 


muſt enjoy the Blelling of Health; and 


"is as great a Truth, that Riches of them- 


ſelves will not purchaſe it, tho', by being 


ill uſed, they often deſtroy Health, and 
breed Diſeaſes to the Deſtruction of the 
Owners thereof. A Man given up whol- 
jy to Pleaſure. runs off Life a-pace ; and an 
ingenious Writer compares ſuch a one to 
« the blowing of 4 a Fire too often, which 

© Makes 
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« makes it burn the better, but laſt the 
cc lefs.”— 


Mx in a perfect ſtate of Health and Vi- 
gour, are apt to imagine themſelves at a 
great diſtance from Death, (though they 
know not how near it may be) and 
too frequently make a flight Matter of it; 
but upon its approach, the braveſt Man 
fears and trembles. The Belief and awful 
Senſe of Futurity, will ſtrike Terrour into 
the greateſt Hero. Death will damp his 


Spirits, and mingle Bitterneſs with his moſt 


luſcious Pleaſures. Death is not leſs to be 
feared becauſc it may be afar off, being it 
is ſooner or later unavoidable, and may 
come ata Time when we are very unfit to 
appear” before the Preſence of God ; and 
therefore we ſhould live the Life of the 
Righteous, that our End may be like his, 
and our Hope at the Hour of Death may 
be full of Glory. It cannot but occaſion 


that the Time may be near when the Soul 
and Body, thoſe dear Friends, muſt be 
parted, Even St. Paul, (though he had 
ſo great a deſire after Immortality) reckoned 
it & Bleſſing for a good Man to be kept 

alive, 


great diſturbance in the Mind, to think 


a 
# 
: 
: 
* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


alive. He ſays of Epaphroditus, that be 
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was Sick nigh unto Death, but God had 
Mercy on him. We find the holy Men of 
old carneſt to live long. Return, O Lord, 
deliver my Son,; O ſave me for thy Mer- 
cies ſake. In Death there is no Remem- 
brance of Thee ; in the Grave who fball 
give Thee Thanks * Om God, take me 
not away in the midſt of my Age. Oh 
[pare me, that I may recover Strength be- 
fore I go hence and be no more. — 


THE next Reaſon I ſhall give why 
Health and Recovery from Sickneſs is ſo 
great a Bleſſing and Mercy, is, our having 
a longer Time given us to prepare our 
ſelves for the Fudgment of the Great Day. 
It is appointed for all Men once to die, 
and after that the Fudgment.— 


ALMIGHTY God's granting us 4 lon- 
ger Day is a great Mercy, becauſe it ena- 
bles us to recolle& what Evil we have 
done, that we may Repent, and what 
Good, in hopes of being made meet, (thro 
the Blood of Chriſt) 7a be Partakers of 


the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 


This Life is our only Time of Tryal ; and 
OO accord- 
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according to our Behaviour, our Hope en 
tirely depends. There is no Knowleage nor 
Invention in the Grave; therefore it is 
abſolutely neceſſary whilſt we live, not only 
to have Oyl in our Lamps, but to take 
Care alſo that they be burning; not only 
to have the Graces of the Holy Ghoſt, but 


to have them in the fulleſt Strength falli-. 
ble Man can attain to in this ſinful 


Tux beſt Men can never ſo much warm 


their Hearts with the Love of God, but that 


they may more and more purify them by 
| a holier Flame. What manner of Perſons 
then ought we to be in all Godlineſs, who 
muſs one Day go into Eternity? How 


the compleat Armour of Righteouſneſs to 


conquer the various and (in Health) the 
unknown Difficulties of a dying Hour > 
How ſhould we labour to be rich in good 


Works, that we may have the comforta- 
ble Hope before we depart this Life, that 
our Saviour will not ſay, I know you not, 
but will pronounce this joyful Sentence---- 
Came, 


ſbould we labour to increaſe with all the 
Increaſe of God ? What need have we of 
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Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for ou? 


Wr who have been nigh unto Death, 
know how unfit a Time Sickneſs is to be- 
gin a Holy Life, and how improper a Sea- 
ſon to repair the Diſorders of an ill one. 
Let us then walk while it is Light, 
leſt Darkneſs come upon us ; for when the 
Night comes, it is too late, wo Man can 
Work. 


W cannot be over Careful in a Con- 
cern of ſuch vaſt Importance. Our Souls, 


and our Eternity depend upon our Con- 
duct. We muſt make the Word of God 


our only Guide, and the only Rule of our 
Faith and Actions. And it is a Mercy 
which cannot ſufficieatly be acknowledged, 


that God has allowed farther Time to be 


acquainted with that Goſpel which has 
brought Life and Immortality to Light, 
and with that Eternal, Bleſſed Saviour, 
who ſuffered for the greateſt Sinners, roſe 
again for our Faſtification, and is now in 
Heaven making Interceſſion for us.---- 


Hz 
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He is the moſt happy Man, who in the 
ſincere Performance of the Duties of Reli- 
gion, can reſign his Soul to that Saviour 


upon the Bed of Sickneſs, and in the Hour 
of Death. He is the moſt rational Man 
who truſts to, and wholly relies upon 
God's Promiſes and his Son's Merits, with- 
out having the leaſt Regard for the uncon- 
ditional Pardon of a Prieſt, or placing any 
Confidence in the pretended Power of the 
Keys.----God alone can forgive Sins, and 
He will abundantly Pardon.--- 


AFTER our departure we ſhall in/{ang- 
5 know more than all the moſt learned 
Men in their critical Inquiries ever knew 
by hard Study during the Courſe of their 
Lives, and then it will appear that pure 
Religion,----Chriſfs Religion, lies in a lit- 
tle compals. To underſtand, to will, and 
remember perfettly, is the Eſſence of the 
Soul, and ſo it is repreſented under the 
Parable of Dives and Lazarus. So long 
s it is united to the Body, it ſees and per- 
ceives Things by the Organs of the Sen- 
ſes, and reaſons upon the Images that are 
labour d in the Imagination; but there arc 


Ideas in the Soul purely Intellectual, and 
which 


(19) 
which have nothing Material in them. 
We can have no Idea of a ſeparated Soul, 
but that it is all Thought,----all Spirit.---- 


LE T us then learn to value our Souls 
more, ſince in reſpect of Excellency there 
is ſo wide a difference between them and 
our Bodies. The better Part demands our 
chief Care, and we are forbid to beſtow 
all our Time in making Proviſion for the 
Fleſh to fulfill the Luſts thereof.---- 


I ſhall mention only one Reaſon more 
among a great many I could offer to you, 
why Recovery from Sickneſs is ſo great a 
Bleſſing and _ 


Ir gives us an Opportunity of doing 
much good to others. 


Ir is a moſt deſirable Thing to live when 
we can obtain the Ends that are truly Great 
and Noble. We may teach the ignorant 


2d fooliſh who know not God, and we 


may advance the Power of Religion, by let- 
ting our Light ſbine before Men. 


OUR 
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Ou Lives are not our own, but, by 
the Title of Creation and Redemption, they 
arc God's ; and every Man is (if poſſible ) 
more obliged to dedicate Life to his Service, 
when, by Recovery from Sickneſs, God has 
given a new one. We ought to teach and 
make Tranſgrefiors ſenſible how dreadful a 


thing it is to fall into the Hands of the * 
God. 


Wx can tell the Healthful what Sickneſs 
is by Experience; how it deprives us of our 
fondeſt Pleaſures and refreſhing Reſt ; and 
while we are afflicted with it, we are even 

willing to part with our beloved Bodies. We 
may aſſure the Healthful that, at ſuch a 
Time, Pleaſures and Converſation are taſte- 
leſs and tireſome. We may adviſe the 


| Healthful to provide for the numberleſs Mi- 


ſcries and Misfortunes, which attend Life ;--- 
many of which will overtake them before 
they die. 


Wx can tell the Sick of the Goodneſs and 
Sovereignty of God. We can aſſure them 
they can never be ſo diſtreſſed, but he can 
help them. His Power can relieve them, 
when the Phyſicians cannot. 


FAITH 
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| FAIT H in Chrift cured the Woman 

of an Iſſue of Blood, when her Phyſicians, 

| by their Art and Medicines could 40 no- 

5 thing; nay, we read, ſhe had ſuffered ma- 

| uy things by them, and was nothing better- 
| ed, but rather grew worſe: But ſo great was 
her Faith, that @ touch only of the Garment 
E: of the heavenly Phyſician, the Son of God, 
( who healed all manner of Diſeaſes) made 
her whole. Chriſt ſaid unto her, thy Faith 
has made thee whole ; go in Peare, and be 

whole of thy Plague. Chriſt has the ſamc 

Charity for us, and the fame Power, the 

ſame All-ſufficient Fulneſs to heal us, when, 

with fervent Prayer, we call upon bim. 

6 The Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick, 

| and the Lord ſball raiſe him up. I mean 

only by this, that we ought not to put too 

much truſt in Medicine; but we ought to 

fix our Confidence upon the Goodnels of an 

All-powerful God, who, though he has 

given us Medicines to heal our Sickneſs, yet, 

without his Bleſſing upon them, they will 

. not cure us. The ſame Power which gave 
| Virtues and Medicinal Qualities to Things, 

can as eaſily take them away, or prevent 

their having any healing Effect upon ſuch as 

40 not look up to God for a Bleſing. With- 
D 


out 
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out that, the Intention of the Phyſician will 
not be anſwered ; the Means he makes uſe 
of will be unſfacceſsful. It is happy to have 
2 learned and friendly Phyſician, becauſe, as 
_ the wiſe 
aithfal Friend is the Medicine of Life, 
and that be whe fears the Lord ſball nd 
in. 


ECOFERNT from Sickneſs is a great 
Rleſſing and Mercy, becauſe we have a freſh 
to feed the Hungry ; to cloath 
the Naked ; to viſit the Sick, and to put on 
the Miſeries and Wants of others, after the 
Mercy it is to have further Time allowed 
us to perform ſo many laudable, Praiſe- 
worthy Works as theſe? What a Mercy to 
the gaad Shepherd: that he may live to ſpeak 
in the Name of God; to rebuke Vice bold- 
tz, and (upon Repentance) to bring g/ad 
Tidings of Saluation to the greateſt Sinner; 


the unſearchable Riches of his Grace to be 
found there? What a Mercy and Bleſſing it 
is, for a Parent to live to ſee his Children 


brought up, and educated in the Nurture and 


2 Lord ; to inſtill into them 


betim-e 


Mean has obſerved, a learned, 


What a 


to unfold be Myſteries of the Goſpel, and 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| : 


1 
betimes Principles of Vertue and true Ho- 
nour; to acquaint them eatly with the 
[ Ways of God, and by Exhortations an 
F | Prayers, recommend them to the Care 
of Providence, and fortify them againſt the 
Raſhneſs and Folly of their green Age. 


| 
| 
| 


'T 1s a generous Thing to pray for long 
Life, when we have no other Pleaſure or 
Views in the enjoyment of it, than that it 
gives us an Opportunity to be ſerviceable to 
our Country, to the Church, to our Families, 
to our Friends; and, in ſhort, (as much as 
we can be) to all the World. In doing good, 
we imitate tbe Excellency of the Divine 
Nature, which is all Goodneſs. God is good, 
and doetb good ; hes bleſſed Son went about 
firing Spirits for the godel of others.-—Thes is 
truly laying up for our ſchves a good Treaſure 
againſt the Time to come, that we may lay 
hold on Eternal Life. Good Works arc 
the Bags that wax not old: They are the 
Treaſures in Heaven that fail nn — 


'T1s admirable Advice of the Son of 
Sirach,---Lay up thy Treaſure according to 


the Commandment of the moſt High, and 
D 2 WL | 
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it ſball bring thee more Profit than Gold. 
Shut up thy Alms in thy Store-houſe, and 
it  ſball deliver thee from all Afﬀiiftion : 
It ſball fight for thee againſt thy Enemies, 
better than a mighty Shield and ſtrong 
Spear.----T hat alſo of the Royal Preacher--- 
Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters, for thou 
ſhall find it after many Days; which Ti- 
gurative Expreſſion implies a Liberality e- 
ven to Profuſeneſs; it implies a generous 
diſtribution without the leaſt proſpect of any 
return, and it agrees with one of the diſ- 
tinguiſhing Marks of true Charity.----Cha- 
rity ſeeketh not her own; and although the 
wretched Miſer dares not take the Veracity 
of God for his Security, that the Bread thus 
| Caſt upon the Waters ſball be found again; 
yet, the good Chriſtian will ſaw plentifully 
in this kind, that aftcr many Days here, or 
however in à better World, he may reap a 
plentiful Harveſt, and be recompenſed with 
the Joys of Eternity.----If we, in this man- 
ner, conduct our ſelves through the Chan- 
ges TY Chances of this mortal Life, we 
ſhall not be like the wicked in their Deaths, 


but ſball be found of our Lord in Peace.---- 


1 am 


( 2s ) 


Il am now to ſhew in the laſt Place, that 
thoſe Perions who have been brought up 
from the Grave, by the Power of God, 
ſhould not only offer up their Praiſes and 
Thankſgiving themſelves, but ſhould ex- 
hort others to do ſo too. Sing unto the 
Lord, O ye Saints, and give Thanks at 
the Remembrance of his Holinefs.---- 


How great ſoever any Bleſſing may be, 
and how valuable ſoever the Benefits ob- 
tained by it, yet no Enjoyment can come 
up to this Conſideration, this pleaſing, 
comfortable Aſſurance that God beſtowed 
it upon us, and that the Lord delighted to 
do us good.---Tis God alone whom (pro- 
perly ſpeaking) we can look upon as our 
own peculiar Good. This Reflection is ſuf- 
ficient to make us reſoice and be exceeding 
glad, to break forth into Foy, to be glad 
with all the Heart, with Joy unſpeakable 


Tu Leper when he ſaw he was healed, 
turned back with 4 loud Voice and glorified 


God. The Man was ſo tranſported and 
full of Joy, for the Benefit he had receiv- 
ed, that he fell down at the Feet of Je- 
ſts 


(26) 
fas, giving him Thenks, He thought he 
ſhould have been unworthy of it, and done 
Injury to our Lord's Goodneſs to bury it 
in Silence. 


FESUS asked the poor Man, Were 
there not Ten cleanſed, but where are the 
Nine ? Our Saviour, by the Queſtion, con- 
demned the Ingratitude of thoſe Lepers ; 
for there were found but one who gave 
to God. The Samaritan had a 
of his Deliverance, and with pro- 
found Humility acknowledged the Bleſ. 
fing but may we not compare the great- 
eſt Part of Mankind to the anthantful 
Nine, who arc importunate in their Pray- 
ers, and loud in their Cries to God in their 
Diſtreſs ; but no ſooner have their Prayers 
been heard, but they almoſt as ſoon forget 


the mighty Mercy? How often in the Bit- 


terneſs of our Souls, when waſting Sick- 
neſs had brought us down to the Gates of 
Death, and our Conſciences then diſtracted 
us with Deſpair, did we promiſe we would 
never more offend, and yet how quickly 


have our Vows and his Loving-kindneſs 


flipt out of our Minds: 


4L MIG 


TE — — — * 
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AL MIGHTT GOD, tis true, cx- 
pets no other Returns, but Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving. The Infinite Perfection of 
his Nature will not admit of any ; but he 
has commanded us to acknowledge thoſe 
Favours and Mercies we cannot repay. I. 
gratitude is an infallible Proof of a baſe 

Mind. The Ingratitude of Judas aggra- 
FP _ vated the heinouſneſs of his Treachery. 
Kindneſſes and Favours ſhewn us by our 
Fellow-Creatures, Men of Honour will ne- 
ver forget; but they will endeavour to 
make ſome Return for them,—at leaſt, 
they will convince their Benefactors they 
do not want Inclination. — 


— — — — 


NoTwITHSTANDING what I have 
ſaid, yet in Reſpect of God, it is not e- 
nough that we have only an inward Gra- 
titude ;—no, we muſt publiſh with the 
Voice of Thankſgiving, and tell of all his 
wonderous Works. We muſt not keep back 
his Mercy from the great Congregation. 
We muſt enter into his Gates with Thankſ- 
giving, and come into his Courts with 
Praiſe. We muſt pay our Vows in the 
Preſence of all his People. O praiſe God, 
all ye People, and make the Voice of his 
Praiſe 


Praiſe to be heard. "Tis certain, our 
Thanks ſignify nothing to God; they arc 
in themſelves inſignificant and worthleſs : 
but his Infinite Goodneſs has ſtampt a Va- 
luc upon them, and has been graciouſly 
pleaſed to aſſure us, he will accept them in- 
ſtcad of the great Debt we owe. Praiſe is 
a generous Principle, which propoſes no 
End to itſelf, but to do, as is moſt proper 
for a depending Creature towards an All- 
good God, and to pay the Tribute of Ho- 
nour where right Reaſon directs us. ben 
our Mouths praiſe God with joyful Lips, 
then our Souls are ſatisfied as with Mar- 
row and Fatneſs.— 


THe Praiſing him publickly for Mer- 

cies reccived, will put others upon thinking 
on their own in particular, and will great- 
ly encourage them to truſt in God. It will 
put them in Mind how merciful it is in 
God, that he doth not afflict all his Ser- 
vants at the ſame time; that he permits 
ſome to be in Health and Eaſe, that by 
their Prayers, their ſeaſonable Advice and 
Help, they may adminiſter to the Wants of 
thoſe hing under his Hand in great weak- 


neſs 
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neſs of Body, and whom he has viſited with 
various Dileaſes and Troubles of Mind. — 


How ſhould our Hearts be enflamed 
with an heavenly Deſire, and all our Pow- 
crs quickened up toa gratctul Senic of the 
Neceſlity of performing this Duty? Let us 
conſider the multitude and continuance of 
God's Bleſſings, and let that Reflection pro- 
voke us to Thankfulneſs. How can we ex- 
cuſe the Non; performance of this Duty, 
when his Bleſſings are renewed every Mo- 
ment? When God is ever opening his 
Hand, and filling us with Good, to let us 
ſee that his unbounded Liberality can out- 
go out infinite Unthankfulneſs ; for we are 
not worthy of the leaſt of his Mercies ?— 


To conclude : After our Recovery from 
_ Sickneſs, we ſhould remember we arc only 
Reprieved for a little Time, and that the 
Sentence of Death which is paſt upon all 
Men, will ſooner or later be executed. 
Let us then Pray, that whenever that Time 
comes, we may be found in a Temper of 
Mind agreeable to the Greatneſs of ſuch an 
Eternal Change, and may have finiſhed 
that Work he has given us to do, before we 
E diepart 
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depart this Life, and may be ready fo give 

| up our Account with Foy, and to ſay, 
Lord, recerve my Spirit. 


AND now, Great God, give us that 
Wiſdom which is from above, that we may 
give Thanks unto Thee for all Things in 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and may ſo 
paſs through Things Temporal, that we 


us beſeech God to ſanctify us throughout, 

that our Souls and Bodies may be preſerv- 
ed Blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord: 

To whom, with Thee and the Holy Spi- 
rit, be all Honour and Glory for ever. 
Amen. 


Eo 


finally loſe not the Things Eternal. Let 
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at St. Margaret's Weſtmi 


The following Sz xmons by Mi- 
 chael Stan 


bope, Doctor in Divi- 
nity, Rector of Leake, &c. 


Thankſgiving Sermon for the Succeſs 
of her late Majeſty's Councils and 
Forces, againſt the Attempt of the Preten- 
der to invade Great Britain, and for the 
Victory over the French near Audenarde. 
Preach'd in the Chapel. Royal, 1708. — 


A Socicty-Sermon, preach'd at the Month- 
ly Lecture in the Pariſh-Church of St. Cle- 


ment-Dane, London, 1710.— 


A Sermon againſt the Nonjurors. Preach'd 
at St. Martin's in the Fields, 1717.— 


A Sermon before the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons on the zoth of — 17235 


A Sermon preach'd at the Aſſizes holden 
at Nottingham, 1724.— 


A Sermon preach d at Leake, 1729.— 


